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Industry 4.0 
Digitalization is enabling a reinvention of manufacturing, 
increasingly moving towards automation and data exchange. 
Engineering for the future requires skills in sensor technology,  
cloud computing, big data and analytics.

Medical Technology 
As the top employer in Europe for Medical Device professionals, 
Ireland needs to continously invest and develop professionals who 
can lead the industry.

Project Management, Leadership & Advocacy 
With rapid advancements in technology, industry is experiencing 
the greatest level of change since the industrial revolution. 
Developing leaders who are equipped to effectively manage 
complex change programmes is essential to stay competitive in 
our global economy.

Environmental Sustainabilty 
Climate change, understanding our environmental responsibilities 
and developing strategies and practices to effectively manage our 
natural resources is relevant to individuals, society and industry. 
Local government, state agencies and industry need to invest in 
technical knowledge, skills and resources to guide policy, monitor 
and manage change.

Health & Nutrition 
Delivering effective public health strategies on health promotion, 
exercise and nutrition are all parts of the evolving remit of 
healthcare professionals. It is vital we continue to build skills in 
researching, analysing health data and develop leaders within  
our healthcare sector. 

  UPSKILLING FOR THE FUTURE OF WORK .

At IT Sligo Online, we develop programmes aligned to industry demand. 
Our graduates are equipped with the skills and confidence to progress  
in their chosen career, with excellent opportunities both nationally  
and internationally.

Bio-pharma
With 10 of the top 10 global Pharmaceutial companies located 
in Ireland, industry demand for continuous professional 
development is evident. IT Sligo is recognised as a leader in 
delivering accredited qualifications in areas of bioprocessing, 
biomedical science, biopharamceutical and  
pharamecutical science.

All IT Sligo programmes are fully accessible with online delivery, part-time course 
structure and lecturing scheduled in the evenings.

Our dedicated team in the Centre for Online Learning ensure that IT Sligo  
students succeed in their online learning journey, with support from lecturers, 
student advisors, and full access to online services such as the Yeats Library, 
Academic Writing support centre and Maths Support tutors.

With Online Learning at the heart of our Institution and a 17-year history teaching 
online, join IT Sligo and we will help you succeed in your chosen career path.

Jean Gilligan
Programme Co-Ordinator

WELCOME
At IT Sligo we are delighted to launch our 
Springboard+ 2020 programme. Now more than 
ever, IT Sligo will support individuals seeking to 
upskill or retrain, helping to meet the demands 
in key growth areas in our economy, such as 
Biopharmaceutical Sciences, Health Science, 
Information Technology, Lean Sigma and Quality.
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Department of Life Sciences

Certificate in Biopharmaceutical Processing 5 6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certiifcate Biopharmaceutical Aseptic 
Operations 5

6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Biopharmaceutical Processing 3 7 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Bioprocess Engineering 3 7 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Science in Medical Technologies  
Regulatory Affairs & Quality 4

8 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Biopharmaceutical Science 5 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Biopharmaceutical Processing 5 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Bioanalytical Techniques 5 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Masters in Biopharmaceutical Processing 3 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Department of Health and Nutritional Sciences

Certificate in Health Data Analytics 7 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Health Project Management 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Faculty of Business & Social Sciences
Course Title Level Delivery Duration

Certificate in Social Media Marketing 6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Remote Working Supervision 6 8 Online 1 Year P/T

P/T: Part time
1 Includes workshops in IT Sligo.
2 ICT Skills programme funding for 2-year qualification.
3 Includes 2 Lab days per semester in NIBRT. Apply on Springboard with IT Sligo as the Provider.
4 Includes 2 day workshop at NUIG.
5 Joint programme delivery with NIBRT. Apply on Springboard with NIBRT as the Provider.
6 Programmes start January 2021.
Level 6 = Higher Certificate, Level 7 = Ordinary Degree, Level 8 = Honours degree, Level 9 – Postgraduate

The springboard+ upskilling initiative in higher education offers free 
and funded courses at certificate, degree and masters level leading to 
qualifications in areas where there are employment opportunities in the 
economy. All Springboard courses must be completed in a 12-month period  
of study.

Faculty of Engineering & Design
Course Title Level Delivery Duration

Department of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering 

Certificate in Quality Assurance 6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Validation Technologies 6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Lean Sigma Quality 
(Six Sigma Green Belt)

7 Online 1 Year P/T

Department of Civil Engineering & Construction 

Certificate in Science in Water and 
Wastewater Operations 1

6 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in BIM and Lean  
Construction Management

9 Online 1 Year P/T

Department of Computing and Electronic Engineering 

Higher Diploma in Science in Computing 2 8 Online 2 Years P/T

Certificate in Computer Networks  
& Cloud Infrastructure

8 Online 1 Year P/T

Post Graduate Diploma in Connected 
and Autonomous Vehicles 1

9 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Sensors for Autonomous Vehicles 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Certificate in Automative Artificial Intelligence 9 Online 1 Year P/T

Faculty of Science 
Course Title Level Delivery Duration

Department of Environmental Science

Certificate in Health and Safety Representation 6 Online 1 Semester P/T

Certificate in Occupational Safety & Health 6 Online 1 Semester P/T

https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8224
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8223
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8223
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8163
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8164
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8169
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8169
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8227
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8226
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8225
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8173
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8165
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8172
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8161
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8168
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8159
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8162
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8166
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8166
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8160
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8160
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8171
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8171
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8156
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8167
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8167
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8174
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8174
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8175
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8170
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8157
https://springboardcourses.ie/details/8158
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  STUDENT TESTIMONIALS .

  In 2018, when circumstances changed in my 
professional life, I decided to return to college. I had achieved 
a Level 7 ordinary degree in Quality for Industry. I had 
extensive professional experience in the Medical Devices’ 
industry but I did not have a Level 8 qualification,  
meaning I was not eligible for a number of roles advertised.
On reviewing Springboard, I opted for an Online course with 
IT Sligo. The admissions team, online lectures and resources 
available from the Yeats Library have all been fantastic.  
I am now working as a Quality and Regulations Manager  
for a small medical device firm. I would never be where I  
am today without the help of IT Sligo, the lecturing staff,  
and the support of Springboard.  

  In 2005, I came to Ireland from Lithuania and 
worked for several years in Medical Device companies. 
I had an interested in learning more about Biopharma 
and accepted a role as a Cleaning Technician in a 
Biopharmaceutical company. A colleague told me about 
opportunities to upskill on Springboard+, so I applied for 
the Level 6 in Biopharmaceutical Processing and have since 
progressed to the Level 7. During my time studying, I received 
a job offer as a Biotech Production Specialist. The course 
curriculum at IT Sligo helped me understand the process and 
science behind Biopharma production, meaning I could take 
the opportunity to further my career.  

  There were two main reasons for picking IT Sligo. 
Looking at Springboard options, IT Sligo was the Institute 
that offered the largest number of programmes using Online 
delivery.This gave me the confidence that they knew what 
they were doing in that space. The second reason was the 
programme itself – the content is extremely relevant to my 
industry and whilst I graduate with a Higher Certificate, the 
qualification is embedded into IT Sligo’s Masters in Project 
Management, meaning I now have a progression path into 
earning a Masters. With 90% funding for the Certificate,  
I have 1 year of the 3 years Masters programme completed.  

Eugene Laverty
LEVEL 8 CERTIFICATE 
IN MEDICAL 
TECHNOLOGY, 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
AND QUALITY

Robertas 
Povilaitis
CERTIFICATE IN 
BIOPHARMACEUTICAL 
PROCESSING

Richard 
O’Donovan
CERTIFICATE BIM & 
LEAN CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

  I really enjoyed my year studying online with IT 
Sligo. The course was well structured, the lectures were 
interesting, and the support provided was excellent. What 
I liked most about the course were the self-assessments. I 
was able to practice all the theory and practical skills. Having 
Springboard funding was very helpful. It made the course 
affordable, at a time when we as a family have many other 
financial commitments.
I am currently working as a Subject Matter Expert for 
a Continuous Improvement team. With the help of this 
Certificate in Lean Six Sigma, my goal is to progress to a 
Process Analyst/Project Manager role.  

Bianca Petrascu
CERTIFICATE IN  
LEAN SIX SIGMA

  IT Sligo visited my employer and highlighted 
how I could develop and expand my career with several 
opportunities available through the Springboard funded 
programme. The courses were directly related to my industry 
and offered modules taught by top lectures with practical 
training at facilities in NIBRT/IT Sligo.
Since completing the courses, I have had the opportunity 
to apply for several jobs in related fields. I would not have 
been able to return to College without the Springboard 
initiative. It was an excellent opportunity to achieve my goal 
of getting my degree in Biopharmaceutical Processing, while 
progressing my career and bettering myself.  

Martin Byrne
LEVEL 7 DEGREE IN 
BIOPHARMACEUTICAL 
PROCESSING  

  I worked in an industry that was in decline and 
knew I needed to upskill to secure long term employment. 
Springboard was the platform that allowed me to completely 
change my career path. I choose Online Learning with IT Sligo 
as the model gave me the flexibility to continue working while 
balancing family commitments. The support available from 
fellow students and lecturers has been fantastic. I also found 
the CV preparation work completed as part of Springboard 
really helped me secure my new role in the Biopharma sector.  Peter Walsh

CERTIFICATE IN 
BIOPHARMACEUTICAL 
PROCESSING   
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  BRINGING ONLINE LEARNING TO LIFE .
Every year, over 4,000 students study online with IT Sligo, the Irish leaders 
in Online learning sine 2002. Students choose online learning at IT Sligo for 
the range of courses, affordable fees and because it fits in with life, work 
and home.

  LIVE LEARNING .
Attending lectures is made easy with our online learning environment. 
Simply log on from work, home, anywhere and be part of weekly lectures. 
Engage in discussions, live chat and interact with fellow students and 
lecturers. Unable to attend? Recorded sessions are available within hours, 
so students can watch back at a time that suits.

  EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING .
Students will learn and experience all the practical elements in the  
learning outcomes. Guest lectures, tutorials and residential workshops  
are accessible to all online students either via live streaming or as  
recorded sessions.

  VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT .
All IT Sligo students have access to Moodle, the Online Learning 
environment. The online platform is user friendly and provides all the 
materials needed to complete the programme, from lecture notes and 
timetables to recorded lectures and group chat functionality. Students are 
encouraged to interact, ask questions and engage on the platform, helping 
with peer learning.

  PEER-TO-PEER LEARNING .
Working collaboratively is part of the college experience and online learning 
is no different. Group learning and assignments encourage peer support 
and small classroom sizes ensure students are supported throughout the 
learning journey.

  ASSESSMENTS & EXAMINATIONS .
Assessments in the forms of quizzes and assignments are used to gauge 
students’ understanding of a topic throughout the semester. Examinations 
take place at the end of each Semester. IT Sligo Online students 
can attend exam centres in Sligo, Dublin, Cork or remotely via online 
proctoring. Online examinations are monitored and supervised virtually.

  ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? .
Springboard+ applicants must meet all residency and nationality/visa 
requirements, including the applicant has been ordinarily resident in an EU/
EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry 
to the programme.

  RETURNERS .
Those who have a previous history of employment but may require 
upskilling, reskilling or cross-skilling to transition back to the workforce.

  PEOPLE IN EMPLOYMENT .
A 10% course fee contribution for Level 7, 8, and 9 courses is applicable for 
employed participants. This is payable directly to the provider.

  THE UNEMPLOYED OR FORMERLY SELF-EMPLOYED .
May apply to all courses with the exception of the two-year part-time ICT 
conversion courses. Unemployed applicants will also be required to meet 
additional criteria.

Further details are available: 
https://springboardcourses.ie/eligibility
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  HOW TO APPLY .

All applications must be made through the Springboard website 
https://springboardcourses.ie/

For further details on any of the courses listed please contact:
E: springboardadmissions@itsligo.ie
W: www.itsligo.ie/springboard
T: +353 (0) 71 93 18511

  CLOSING DATE .

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 31st August 2020.
Places are limited and subject to availability.

Springboard+ is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European Social Fund  
as part of the ESF programme for employability, inclusion and learning 2014-2020.

mailto:springboardadmissions%40itsligo.ie?subject=
https://www.itsligo.ie/onlinelearning/courses/springboard/

