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Dr. Dolores Byrne (course co- 

ordinator) 

Hello and welcome to ATU Sligo and 

to the wonderful world of plants. 

We’re delighted that you’ve chosen 

this course and hope you’ll enjoy it. 
 

This course is accredited as a Certificate in Irish Wild Flower 

Identification (Special Purpose Award, Level 6, 10 credits) 

under the National Framework of Qualifications. 

This part-time course will show you how to build your own 

portfolio of Irish wildflowers by collecting and preserving 

specimens in a herbarium. You will learn how to identify plants 

by their common and scientific names and catalogue them into 

their families. 

This is the first time we’ve ran the course since Covid came 

into our lives, so please bear with us as we may need to adjust 

the workshops. We’ve also had huge interest in the course, as 

everyone wants to learn more about the plants they’ve seen 

on their 2, 5 and 10km walks! We’re very much looking 

forward to meeting you all over the coming months. 
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Course layout 
 
What to expect 

Participation on the course involves the following: 

Mandatory – preparation of a herbarium with 100 flowering plants 

(full guidance will be provided): 

Mandatory – attendance at an examination (online or in person 

options) in late August which will test your knowledge of the 

collected plants in your herbarium (if you wish to obtain the Special 

Purpose Award certificate). 

Optional (but recommended) - attendance at virtual workshops 

and field-based workshops which will be held on Saturdays (see pg 

5). Details of these workshops will be given at the induction on 

March 19th 

 
 

We will need to limit the numbers at the field-based 

workshops to allow for social distancing. 

 
We hope to offer each participant a place on at least one 

field-based workshop. 

 
We will also hold on-line workshops where we will bring you 

through different plant families and their key characteristics. 

The Herbarium 
 

What to do 

• Following the introductory workshop, you choose the 

100 plants for your herbarium 

• Take a photograph of them in their natural habitat 

• Identify them (check that with us if unsure) 

• Press them (this takes the most time) 

• Put the pressed plants into your herbarium 

• Prepare a label with information 

• Ensure there is an index at the front with all the plants 

numbered 1-100 

• Learn the scientific and common names (for the 

examination) 
 

 
Plant presses are good, but it is not necessary to 

buy one for the course, use heavy books instead! 
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An example of an information label in the herbarium, for 

Selfheal Prunella vulgaris 

 
Example of a pressed flower (Selfheal Prunella vulgaris) 
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Important – field workshops 
 

Why attend the field workshops? 

The field workshops are provided to help the participants identify 

plant specimens and will involve visits to local habitats to collect 

specimens. Assistance will be provided in resolving any problems 

encountered in identifying and preserving specimens. They are also 

a great chance to meet other people on the course, and to share 

information and tips on plant collecting and pressing. 

The course co-ordinator will draw up a rota offering each 

participant the opportunity to attend at least one field workshop. If 

you cannot attend, please do let us know as soon as possible so we 

can offer the place to another participant. 

IMPORTANT: The field trips will be held outdoors, often over 

uneven ground and in changeable weather conditions. Participants 

on the field trips should wear appropriate clothing and footwear 

and bring with them any refreshments, medications (including 

suncream) or other items they may require. 

 

 
 

 

A series of short video clips to assist in plant 

identification will be placed on the associated ATU Sligo 

course page (called the Moodle site) and participants 

will be shown how to access this site. 

Identification References 
 

Useful books 

The Wildflowers of Ireland. A Field Guide. Zoe Devlin. (2014) - 

approximately €14.99. 

Collin's Wild Flower Guide (Britain and Ireland). David Streeter. 

(2016) - approximately €34.99 for the paperback version. 

Some participants may also wish to use the Webbs An Irish Flora 

(2012). John Parnell and Tom Curtis. Cork University Press – 

around €35. This book is quite technical for a beginner but is 

specific to Ireland (those of you doing this course for professional 

development need to get this book). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Species-rich grassland with Common-spotted orchid 

Dactylorhiza maculata, Creeping buttercup Ranunculus 

repens and Plantain Plantago lanceolata 
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More detail on the examination will be given as we go through the 

course. 

Examination 
 

The examination will involve the participants presenting their 

herbarium and catalogue of specimens for examination. 

The candidate will be asked to identify 30 specimens at random in 

their herbarium and detail their scientific and common names. 

The percentage of specimens correctly identified will reflect the 

percentage mark obtained in the course. 

You must pass the examination if you wish to receive the Special 

Purpose Award certificate. 
 

Example of index listing the plant species in a 

herbarium, with scientific and common names 

Papaveraceae 

11 Meconopsis cambrica 

12 Fumaria officinalis 

 

 
Brassicaceae 

13 Cakile maritima 

14 Cochlearia offici 

15 Cardamine hi 

16 Arabidopsi 

17 Cardam 

18 Sisy 

19 Si 

20 

Buttercups 

Common water crowfoot 

Thread leaved water cr 

Marsh-marigold 

Lesser celandine 

Wood anemon 

Goldilocks 

Lesser s 

Colum 

Me 

Ranunculaceae 

1 Ranunculus aquatilis 

2 Ranunculus trichophyllus 

3 Caltha palustris 

4 Ranunculus ficaria 

5 Anemone nemorosa 

6 Ranunculus auricomus 

7 Ranunculus flammula 

8 Aquilegia vulgaris 

9 Ranunculus acris 

10 Ranunculus repens 

Family and Species name Common Name 

If we’re lucky, we might spot some of Ireland’s wildlife 

alongside the wildflowers. This is Marsh fritillary Euphydryas 

aurinia, Ireland’s only protected butterfly species 
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Jewel beetles on the inflorescence of Bog 

bean Menyanthes trifoliata 


